
On December 22, 1216, Pope Honorius III formally approved the Order of Preachers (Dominican Order) as a 
religious order with the mandate to preach for the salvation of souls. 

From November 7, 2015 until January 21, 2017, the Dominican Order is celebrating the 800th Jubilee of its 
founding. Please join us in this wonderful celebration.

For more information, go to: jubilee.opeast.org.

In the first Constitutions of the Dominicans, dating back to 1220 when St. Dominic was still alive, we read that 
the Dominican Order, “is known to have been established, from the beginning, for preaching and the salvation of 
souls, specifically” (Primitive Constitutions, Prologue). Because of this, Dominicans are called to “behave uprightly 
and religiously, as men intent on procuring their own and other people’s salvation” (Primitive Constitutions, part 
II, c. 31). 

The whole life of the Dominican should be geared toward the salvation of souls. Through living the vows, sharing 
in community life, taking up the yoke of study, turning to the Lord in prayer and contemplation, and bringing 
these all to fruition in a life of preaching, this call for the salvation of souls becomes a reality. When these elements 
are lived together with a beautiful harmony, the Dominican is able to carry out the task of preaching for the 
salvation of souls.

This call to preach for the salvation of souls regards both the individual Dominican’s salvation as well as the 
salvation of the souls of others. Each of these five pillars of the Dominican life ought to lead him or her to be 
faithful to what the Lord has asked, and thus he or she is able to cooperate with the Lord’s plan of salvation. For 
example, study sanctifies the soul not only because it allows the mind to engage with Truth and draw deeper into 
relationship with Him, but also because through studying the Dominican responds to the Lord’s invitation to be 
faithful to his or her vocation and carry out a life that is ordered toward the salvation of souls.

Furthermore, this call to work for the salvation of souls extends to the souls of others. Not only do all the pillars of 
a Dominican’s life lead to the sanctification of the individual Dominican, but they also feed into preaching, which 
has the purpose of leading others into a more profound relationship with Jesus Christ. For example, contemplation 
is not only about the Dominican entering into a prayer conversation with the Lord, but it also becomes the 
foundation for what the Dominican preaches to others, namely that the Lord of love desires the salvation of all 
men. 

In this sense, all the aspects that make up the Dominican life find their end, their goal, in the salvation of the souls, 
both that of the Dominican and also of others.

~ Fr. Peter Martyr Yungwirth, OP  ․  Assistant Chaplain  ․  Providence College

800th Jubilee ~ Order of Preachers ~ 1216-20168Dominican Province 
Of Saint Joseph



St. Vincent Ferrer (c. 1350-1419, feast – May 5) was an amazing preacher and a wonder worker. His did both with 
such zeal and passion that it can truly be said of him, “Zeal for your house has consumed me” (Ps. 69:10).

Through much of his life, St. Vincent Ferrer was an extremely famous preacher. Traveling all throughout Europe, 
grace came through his preaching and led to the conversion of around 25,000 Jews, 8,000 Muslims, and even 
more Catholics who were not living faithfully to the Gospel. He was most famous, in particular, for preaching the 
apocalypse. He became so well known for this that the Pope even allowed him to style himself as the “Angel of the 
Judgment.”

As prodigious a preacher as he was, St. Vincent Ferrer was also a 
thaumaturgus – a worker of miracles. In fact, when he would preach, he was 
accompanied by the “Miracle Bell,” which would be rung to call the sick, the 
blind, and the lame to be healed. When it came time to examine his life for the 
process of canonization, 800 miracles was enough for the officials.

His miracles were not just the more regular ones like healing the sick either. 
He worked some truly fantastic ones. On one occasion, a woman had gone 
crazy, killed her son and chopped him up, and then attempted to serve him 
in a stew to her husband. When he found out about it, he fled to St. Vincent 
Ferrer who then came and worked a miracle in which he both put the boy 
back together and brought him back to life.

Through St. Vincent Ferrer’s intercession, may the Lord grant us the grace 
to be zealous preachers of the Gospel and faithful servants working for the 
spread of His kingdom.

O God, through the wonderful preaching of your confessor, the blessed 
Vincent, you granted that a multitude of peoples should come to 
acknowledge your name; grant, we beseech you, that we may be worthy to 
be rewarded in heaven by him whom he announced on earth as the Judge who is to come, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you for ever and ever.
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