
On December 22, 1216, Pope Honorius III formally approved the Order of Preachers (Dominican Order) as a 
religious order with the mandate to preach for the salvation of souls. 

From November 7, 2015 until January 21, 2017, the Dominican Order is celebrating the 800th Jubilee of its 
founding. Please join us in this wonderful celebration.

For more information, go to: jubilee.opeast.org.

The official name for the Dominicans is, in Latin, Ordo Praedicatorum, or the “Order of Preachers”, 
which recalls that we are a religious order in the Church. But what is a “religious order”? In the 
early Church there were a variety of orders within the Church – orders of virgins, or widows, of 
monks. Even the clergy were understood as various orders, made up of four minor and three major 
orders. In this case, by ordo, we mean just a recognized group among the Christian faithful. The 
Church recognizes religious orders as a form of consecrated life, distinct from the laity and the 
priesthood. Although the Dominican Order is mostly made up of priests, there are non-priest friars, 
known today as cooperator brothers (and formerly as lay brothers).  

What distinguishes religious orders is that they strive to live the Gospel of Jesus Christ more 
radically. Most importantly, this means that their members are bound by the evangelical counsels 
(or vows) of poverty, chastity, and obedience. They also live in community and are bound by a 
rule recognized by the Church. Traditionally, religious orders have also been distinguished by 
their distinctive religious habit, like the black and white habit of the Dominicans. A religious order 
also has its own charism, or way of life, understood as the gift of the Holy Spirit shown in the life 
of the order and especially the intentions of their founder. In this way, a member of a religious 
order “brings to perfection a total self-giving as a sacrifice offered to God, through which his or 
her whole existence becomes a continuous worship of God in charity” (Code of Canon Law, Canon 
607 §1). The Dominican Order was founded by St. Dominic de Guzmán, who wanted his friars to 
preach the Gospel wherever it was needed, which he called simply “the Holy Preaching.” Thus, the 
Dominicans are an order of men within the Church, vowed to follow Christ more closely in a life of 
poverty, chastity, and obedience, so that they may be more effective preachers of his Gospel.

~ Fr. Pius Pietrzyk, OP  ․  Canon Law Doctoral Program  ․  Pontifical University of St. Thomas 
(Angelicum), Rome

800th Jubilee ~ Order of Preachers ~ 1216-20168888



Among the many saintly Masters of the Order, Bl. Raymond of Capua (1330-1399, feast – Oct. 5) holds a special 
place. Not only was he tasked to be the spiritual director of St. Catherine of Siena, but he was also elected Master of 
the Order in a time when the Church was suffering through the Great Schism, and the Order was going through its 
own trials as it stood on the verge of rupture.

While still a young priest, Bl. Raymond came to Siena, which was in the midst of the Black Plague. St. Catherine and 
Bl. Raymond both worked tirelessly to aid the sick, and eventually Bl. Raymond contracted the plague. Yet, thanks to 
the intercession of St. Catherine, he was miraculously healed.

A few years later, Bl. Raymond was called to Rome, and with St. Catherine, he 
labored for the restoration of the Church to be one fold. At the time, the Great 
Schism had just erupted, and Bl. Raymond was asked by the Holy Father to try 
and reconcile the Church. After being prevented from discussing the matter 
with King Charles V, Bl. Raymond was asked to preach against the schismatics 
in Genoa. It was at this time that he learned of the death of St. Catherine.

This experience of trying to reconcile the Church proved to be incredibly 
important for Bl. Raymond who, only weeks after St. Catherine’s death, was 
elected Master of the Order. Not only had the Church been suffering through 
a schism, but the Order too was undergoing is own divisive period. Bl. 
Raymond strove to unite the two factions in the Order, and with the help of 
holy friars, such as Bl. John Dominici, he was able to re-establish the regular 
observance in the Order and restore peace and concord. For this, he was 
referred to as the “Second Founder” of the Order. Thanks to Bl. Raymond, the 
Dominican Order never split.

O God, who wouldst have Blessed Raymond, thy confessor, to be a 
distinguished master of evangelical perfection and a faithful supporter of 
the Apostolic authority, graciously grant, that, living after his example on 
earth, we may deserve to be crowned with him in heaven. Through Christ our Lord.
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Right: “Saint Catherine of Siena Dictating her Dialogues,” Giovanni di Paolo, 1447-49, Detroit Institute of Arts.


