
On December 22, 1216, Pope Honorius III formally approved the Order of Preachers (Dominican Order) as a 
religious order with the mandate to preach for the salvation of souls. 

From November 7, 2015 until January 21, 2017, the Dominican Order is celebrating the 800th Jubilee of its 
founding. Please join us in this wonderful celebration.

For more information, go to: jubilee.opeast.org.

“Lord, who may abide in your tent, or dwell on your holy mountain?” (Ps. 15:1)

The psalmist’s question gives voice to the deepest longing of the human heart: we want to 
be at home with God; we want to make his dwelling our own; we want to abide with him 
forever. But how? Who can lay claim to such a gift?

“Whoever walks without fault; who does what is just, and speaks the truth from his heart” 
(Ps. 15:2).

There is only one road leading to God’s house, only one trail climbing God’s mountain, only 
one path of perfection. On this path “doing what is just” and “speaking the truth from the 
heart” are not two things, but one thing. Following the path of perfection means letting God’s 
truth transform our every word and deed. Truth is not an abstract concept, but a way of 
life—the way of life. 

And so our souls cry out: “Show me, Lord, your way, so that I may walk in your truth” (Ps 
86:11). And he has shown us his way. For in the fullness of time, from the heights of his holy 
mountain, the Lord heard our cry, answered our plea, and sent us his Son. “I am the way, the 
truth, and the life,” Jesus says, “no one comes to the Father, but by me” (Jn. 14:16). 

This is the purpose of the Dominican Order and the vocation of every friar preacher: to 
proclaim the saving truth who is Jesus Christ, to walk in the way of truth we preach, and, 
one day, to live the true and everlasting life of God’s children, dwelling in his house forever.

~ Fr. Philip Neri Reese, OP  ․  Visiting Instructor of Philosophy ․  Providence College
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Bookmarked by truth. This summarizes the life of St. Peter Martyr (1206-1252, feast – June 4). His whole life began 
and ended with the profession of truth, especially in the written proclamation of his faith in the face of martyrdom. 
It is with this in mind, that he is considered the protomartyr of the Dominican Order.

As a child, St. Peter Martyr was raised by Albigensian parents. Albigensianism 
was a dualist heresy that believed that there were two gods, one of the 
spiritual things and one of the material things. Yet, by some miraculous gift, 
Peter Martyr was preserved from this heresy. Once when he was young, his 
uncle asked him what he had been taught in school, and he began to recite 
the Creed. This truth was too much for the heretical uncle who began to chide 
him for saying that he believed that God made the earth and the material 
world. Yet, the faithful proponent of truth defended what he believed.

This defense of the truth continued all throughout St. Peter Martyr’s life as 
he went throughout Italy preaching the truth for the salvation of souls. His 
staunch defense of the teachings of the faith led to countless conversions. 
Because of this, he greatly angered the heretics who then plotted his death.

On Easter Saturday in 1252, he set out for the city of Milan. As he was walking 
back he was beset by assassins. He was struck by an axe in the head, fell to the 
ground, and began his last profession of truth. In the ground, with the blood 
from the wound in his head, he wrote the words with which he first began his 
defense of the faith as a child – Credo in Deum. He died a noble martyr’s death 
as a preacher of truth.

Grant, we beseech you, almighty God, that we may earnestly and with fitting devotedness follow in the faith of 
the blessed Peter, your martyr, who for the spread of that same faith merited to obtain the palm of martyrdom. 
Through Christ our Lord.
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