
On December 22, 1216, Pope Honorius III formally approved the Order of Preachers (Dominican Order) as a 
religious order with the mandate to preach for the salvation of souls. 

From November 7, 2015 until January 21, 2017, the Dominican Order is celebrating the 800th Jubilee of its 
founding. Please join us in this wonderful celebration.

For more information, go to: jubilee.opeast.org.

As provincial of St. Joseph’s (Eastern U.S.) province I warmly and joyfully welcome you to the 800th Jubilee Year 
of the Order of Preachers (The Dominicans.) This year of grace formally begins on November 7th, the Feast of All 
Dominican Saints, and concludes on January 21st, 2017.  Many different celebrations, locally and throughout the 
world, will express our thanksgiving to God for the ways his grace has enabled us to praise, to bless and to preach 
(Laudare, Benedicere and Predicare) the name of Jesus Christ to all the nations for 800 years.

It is our hope that these bulletin inserts will help all to whom we minister to deepen their knowledge and 
appreciation of what it means to be part of the Dominican mission. We have a venerable, rich legacy in the Church 
and want to share it with you as we continue to follow in the footsteps of St. Dominic.  

800 years ago, St. Dominic received the official approval of Pope Honorius III to found a new religious order whose 
purpose is preaching for the salvation of souls. St. Dominic’s early experience as a priest in the south of France 
showed him that poorly educated clergy and wealthy monasteries were not able to properly instruct God’s people 
in the faith. Many people were going over to heretical sects as a result.  Furthermore, the new universities in Europe 
were posing new questions that required a deeper understanding of the union between faith and reason. The Holy 
Spirit enlightened St. Dominic to raise up a new religious order to meet these challenges.

Hopefully, we will celebrate this Jubilee Year—which Pope Francis has providentially also proclaimed a “Jubilee 
Year of Mercy”—by accepting God’s grace to deepen our conversion from sin so we can grow into closer union 
with Jesus. All who participate in this Dominican Jubilee Year by taking part in a pilgrimage to a Dominican 
Church or Shrine or by devoutly participating in a Jubilee Year activity can receive a plenary indulgence under 
the normal conditions. The Dominican Order is blessed with 103 canonized saints (e.g., St. Thomas Aquinas, St. 
Catherine of Siena, St. Martin de Porres) and 374 Blesseds. These bulletin inserts will introduce you throughout the 
year to the holy friars, sisters and laity who have brought the light of the gospel to their time and place.  

In Jesus and St. Dominic,

Very Reverend Kenneth R. Letoile, O.P.
Prior Provincial
Dominican Province of St. Joseph
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The universal Church celebrates her feast of all the pure of heart, all those who see God – All Saints Day – on 
November 1. Likewise, many of the great religious Orders celebrate a feast for their own saints. Thus, not only 
does the Dominican Order have the privilege to celebrate her great saints like Our Holy Father Dominic, St. 
Thomas Aquinas, St. Albert the Great, St. Martin de Porres, St. Peter Martyr, 
St. Catherine of Siena, St. Agnes of Montepulciano, as well as our countless 
number of blesseds, but we also get to celebrate the holy friars, nuns, sisters, 
and members of the fraternities of St. Dominic who have lived throughout 
these past 800 years.  

According to the General Chapter of Valencia in 1337, there were 13,370 
martyrs between 1234 and 1335.  There were another 26,000 in the 16th 
century alone.  Martyrs, confessors, virgins, and holy men and women all 
have their place of honor in the Order.  Friars, worn down through constant 
contemplation, study, and preaching; nuns who lived lives of great prayer, 
silence, and penance; sisters who educated hundreds of thousands of souls; 
and lay members who sanctified the world – these are the “forgotten” saints 
who are also celebrated on this day.

But why celebrate them?  It’s not just so that they can have their day on the 
calendar.  As our Book of Constitutions states, it’s because they “provide us 
with an example by their way of life, a fellowship in their communion, and 
an aid by their intercession,” so that we may be “moved to imitate them and 
may be strengthened in the spirit of our vocation” (cf. Dominican Book of 
Constitutions, numbers 16 and 67).

As we begin this celebration of the 800th anniversary of the approval of St. 
Dominic’s band of preaching friars, may the examples of the Dominican 
saints who have gone before us guide us on the path to heaven.

O God, who has pleased to make the Order of Preachers fruitful in an abundant progeny of Saints, and has 
gloriously crowned in them the merits of all heroic virtues, grant unto us to tread in their footsteps, that we 
may at last be united in perpetual festivity with those in heaven whom we venerate today under one celebration 
upon earth.  Through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Top: The painting of the Dominican saints, by Bernadette Carstensen in 2015, was commissioned for the 800th Jubilee by the Province of 
St. Joseph.     Right: Detail from “Fiesole San Domenico Altarpiece,” by Bl. Fra Angelico, OP, c. 1423-4, National Gallery, London.


